FERDINAND     II                        705

to enter a convent rather than remain in Tuscany; and
neither the endeavours of her father-in-law to assuage her
misery, nor the threats of Louis XIV, nor the efforts of his
Ministers to smooth matters, had any effect in producing a
change in her conduct. There is an interesting lelic still in
Florence of these dead-and-gone troubles of the poor cruelly-
treated bright French princess, Marguerite Louise. Some
years ago two of the silver coins in the collection of coins in
the Archaeological Museum, which bore the head of Ferdi-
nand IT, were discovered to be hollow, and to be in reality
boxes, and in one of these was a miniatuie of Prince Charles
of Lorraine in his youth, believed to have been concealed in
this manner by Marguerite Louise so that she might wear
it without detection; which had been the cause of its be-
coming lost.

In January 1663 Cardinal Giovanni Carlo died at the
age of fifty-two. His death was felt to be a great loss, both
to the family and to the country, owing to his ability in public
affairs, his varied talents, and his agreeable disposition.85
In the following year hostilities threatened to break out
between France and Pope Alexander VII and to bring war
into Tuscany, both sides having assembled their forces on
her frontiers; but the dispute was at the last moment settled
by a conference which was held at Pisa, presided over by
Ferdinand, always at his best as a peacemaker.

But all international politics were thrown into the shade
by the quarrels between Prince Cosimo and his young wife,
which turned the Tuscan court upside down. A son (who
was named Ferdinand) was born to this ill-assorted pair in
August 1663, but the explosions and turmoils still went on.
At one time Marguerite Louise, wishing herself dead, would
neither eat anything nor speak to any one; at another she
poured forth volumes of the most cutting ridicule on every
one connected with the court, so that none dared go near